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PREFACE

Chee af Mhe sost acede amebses of costesgorary swllure 5 dae o
Hawr Urs pon Balthaver, I the Sook (lanbhafl s nue Tiche (O
fowe & erodible) be proes am oozl descesption of the world a5 8 bas
taten stape froms the fime of Ducon gud Descartes o owr otin day
e states, oty otber ehimpy: UL the relation Benveess mature and
grace g5 5plit fn the diafoctival sonse of “bmeeededge’ arad Yaih as op-
nasiter, then ihe corbly being & mevesardy placed ander the sgn of
‘napersor” feoudedge amd ihe forces of fove that are femmamed i the
worid are owercomee amd sfed By roence, sectmilomy, evharnet.
The vessd! @0 g toorid withosd wowsen, withour chdldves. itbond re
goert for the powerte and husadlity characieridic of lowe; g svwld
i evertbing f seen in function of profit and power, and whalve-
er d wworoductioe, grofwifows, sselesr & deqpiied. Worsecsted, cau-
relleds i which the wond and face of tockwolosy & sven paied off ax
ar®. .

The sworld whicd expericices the comraguences of the split be-
frvars rrealivn and redesmtion, mainve and grace, fairh awd ream, &
& wnid where the prevailing inferpretation of wean aud palure 4 g
en phrongh techwalogy g the “moticealdlity’ of fucts. A il waredped
by g radical disiortion of B rrcardng of Umeasculme” and femdning
sbeve e @l womon, aedinemneely, tormd Gu er store B the furmer
and degrarage Mhe faiter. A sl afbon g

A Chrintiaer, what v our abtitnds to thi realiy?

Today, sn one docs wiore thawr the Pupe to deford the digerey and
the rivbiy of women. Noooee with such force and paciie, mo ome o
consinteatty, Mi Magierion & bawd on e Word of L
wibick i o Wlusimared And Be cxborts ws fo fer owrselver fe gided
by this Ward wihich “enables ws to grasp clearly the wltiviate anthro-
pological busis of the diganty of worer, mabmg 8 evdesl ay o part
af Gad’s plaw for Passanity” (Lerter to Women, 61



The textr gaihorcd bere are the frust of the Dfermationsd Meeting
argantzod iy Rowe by the Pusttfival Cowncl for the Laify Jrom & to
¥ Daceseber 1990 o tbe thewe: A remewed commustmer of alf fur
ihe pood of the vl wvmen’. The referesce b ihe Popes FEichiE
i eonstanely preve. Theee specifie farte omorge:

1, VR fird i thet of femedeiy Afftestne dht tooensm Vol
an mditpensable comtribution do the geotrh of o ctlire . aper fo
the sense wf Senmtery™ Tilid, 2L lobe Dagd T wnderlines b dbe
‘vereplinty that i imcarale @ a anan’s povsne and that finds e
prestion i Spensens’ atd 'expectatinn’, B esseniial i the “Geiyy’ and
“aeving’ of men aud wevsrs ave b reflect thedv Bureasy.

Modelffod o Mavi's Har, oiec recoptiody eisentially means upen-
e fo "Ciad's lowe powred o cur bearts Srowgh the Hofe Spi
b B Beets gtvent fo s (Rom 3:50 Recefsing love s onder o
prve fope, Mhe woomman therfure eooeer For humaniiy @ sgw of the
wabt arder of dove, Referrmr o the G0E chapter of the Detmer 1o the
Fplesians the P writes: “When the autbor colfi Chein the
Sridegronrs’ and the Churel the Bride, be sndeently confoomss
Sromgh thir analugy the mad about weman iy Erie The Fride-
grooes §i (e ome wba foves The Beale o lowad: ot & vl wlo we
codpes fove, i oewder do fove feoretpes” TNuliens Digoitatesn, 200
The gondus of twomgs & preveedy e sboung that war constsiter
spclenr of hetny’ o luman peviow & the ordey of fove. The Oee o
foae s fost ey Cod Asd, 8 God o Joved a5, e alio vnply io
o oome amedber” 11 Jo 4:110

2. Ve sevessd Sacd # dhar the drortion of e measing of e
celine’ ond fewsinine! hay stendianconsly bronght divturinm of nobices
amd prevspitves el are Fpicaity mmicnling,  moh pendictig,
scbictament, poncer.. oo de spectfie dements of feestninity,
afl of e bas renlted S ogu ape-old diparapesent of women. 1he
perception of Ui by e sariicipants e the Mecting carrespordad fo
the Pepe’s swmming ap Gf this ahereations: " We ave beirs 2 oy
sodioh by comditioned wr fo @ romarbeble e, e eoery e gad
place, Wi condirontng har been an vhadscle to the progresi of e
ent. Wowsen's dipmiv Bai oftes beer smacknowdedyed and et pes-

vouatives mivetresentad, thew hane nffen Been relegiten to Mo war
sims af sacicy and even rodnsed fo servilnde, Thre bar presenisd
ooy e iraly being thewardver and & Bar reselted moa piritad
drgacriitumert of B {lenter 1w Women, 3.

Recmerin the fewsinime dismension af Buanity well osly be par-
ghle op comditton that there i @ profound change B e self
cuwarescis of mew and wowsn, I i bappews, a5 effect will be felt i
the ervmonsry, fn politics, fn culture. 108 Deppens, it will Ge oo
to fiy the foumdations fir & cosms ethi snipived by awarengss that
she comititutive efemsent of the whole creation 5 fove.

3, The thind Jure & that, theoughoat hiviory, wodes Bape o
Bepre able o exercie falls the riabiy pertamning do thewe dn the lfe of
society. Even today, i situatins L, mof dtvegnenstly, wihons sl
sicas, n fabw Pawl beesell stater soben spealiing of the chitadles wilie
A prevent women free buig fully steyaied futn o, poditieal
and poorsomie I Ve weed antv Mk of Bae the gt of wotber
oo i e peralized ratber thaw rewseded, even Hough baemsanily
ower gs very suveival do i g Caviaind, stk rewsains 26 e dne
fte prepetet ATVCFIRGERGTION GRaie thave wiw bave choren o be wiuer
and mabors Ar far e persoral mebls are comerned, there i ais g
petet weed i ochizve real equality eeocoery area: egaal pay for gl
work, prelociton for werkmg sethers, eeness s carecr AR -
s, equality of soonrer with regied ro ey righey ansd Ihe receg-
st of cooewhing that & paet af the vighes and daddes of citizons
o desmocratic Sare" (ibid, 40,

i swite of the conditionmg woesen have mmeds iR curtirii-
tiamy g the e of the Church amd of society, The partacipasty s
af this, reforriug to the Apotolic Ledter Mulicrs Dipndratem, wbeb
dater Uhe Chunch pres thanks for all e manifestaions af the
forminine ‘penins’ which Sov appoored m the cosre of Bldory,
the sidid of alf penples and nations... The Churh ks fhat these -
ctlieble mamsfEntations af dhe Speat (gl L Car L2400, ek wedth
groad feaerendy are powrsd forth spon the ‘dasbters’ of the eterial
Tevsvalews, wary he allewlively recugnitod and appreciated su fhat By
sy peturn Jor the cummon good of e Charch andd of bemanil), e5-
oecialty da vmr e (e 310



Thiv sl poiats o @ e Joithiel adberosee do the will of
Cod, s created the foomgn hebyy — wicsiie and fadtne —
i By fhenen, Chfferiny i do all o sl o cruble soer mure wmes
aricd soowmen B ewovers bty and gty rhe viches of therr bunzaniiy
in the soirit of Mary'y finy, the Postifical Cosncil for the Laite boper
i contribie o the search fur safutines thal correspond bodler io
Crend'e plar.
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