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Woman brings to society and to the Church
her ability 1o nurture buman beings

The Address of Jokn Pawl L

Diear Trothers in the Tpiscopae,
Ldear Brochers aned Sisters,

L L jovfully welcome vou to this mesting enritled "Women', or-
ganized by the Tomifical Council for the Laity, A year ugw, the
Fourth Warld Conleretier on Wamen ook place in Teijing, It op-
portunchr shed lighs on the moral, culiueal and social challenges =il
facing the inetmational communily. Prominent among the areas siill
i nocel of rellecdon tor Firding suitable solutions are the legal and
praciical nurms that guarames the rights of the individual, nniversal
cvess o edncation, respect for human dignity and family uiits and
the recognition of wale and female idemic.

It 35 o cxapreradon to sap thut the work of the conference, an
event Fallowed with inseresr on all five continents, dghtly stressed
che elose vonnection hempeen fssues afferring women and the yulue
that the ontemporary wodd puts upen life, 1 am therefone Jeelighe-
ed that during vour davs of study vou will be able 1o exwmine
these chemes in greater depch and thus show the Cluek’s constane
concern thas women should renew and consnue their fnvolvement
in socal te, Wik your reflections you will be making an origina
conmribaion 1o the Church’s mission in the service of man, creatod
in God's image, “the anly cleature on carch by God has wanied
tor its own salee” (asdion of Sper, 240, and o whom he enirusted
the whole of creation,

2. A renewsed comiitment of 2 for the good of the werld’s swom-
ane this was the theme you chose in aceordanee with the mandie 1
gave Lhe members of (he Holy See's Dielewdon — led Ly 4 woman
— on the eve of their departure tor Teijing. Today, T would e to
pray TIAES pneo dpain to che achievemwsnes of the Thelemation which



was constantly concerned with the ome good of all woinen, while
taking inta account the saciacultor] conrext wnd wiinching bogor-
tance above all w respect for the mdividusl. Furthermore, the Dele-
gation forcefully remindad palitical leaders and all whe wark in in-
formatinnal organizanions thar cyory porson musr be respected, in his
or her physical, ineflecton] and spiviioal integeite, 8o thai g person
will mever be treated as an objece or be exploited by political or
peonamie interests that are otten inspired by nen-Malchusian ideolo-
gies, Your iniviacive Tig within the Tameoeed of the Tost-Senadal
Exhortadon  Chragifidofey Lanr, in whick 1 desiribed a necessars
eondition for ensuring women their righthl place in che Cherch
and in saciety, tor che Roll devdopment af their pardionlar genins:
“a moure peiettating and accurate considerstion of the andhropeleg-
cal toundation of masoalinioy and temininior for che purpose ot clar-
itving woman s pemsonal idennoy in relagon to man™ n. 0]

3. The legirirmate quest Tor equelity Teracen men and women in
such Doporant wrens ws education, the workploce ad perenial re
sponsihiliy has l=d research oo the guesdon of dhe eguality of
rights. Tn principle ar least, this haes coahbled many diseriminators
pracrices o be abolished, alibough it bas ver w be undversally im
plemesied and [ucsther action will be iecesare

Tn the sobere af hgman rights, i i3 more appeapemie than ever
o msle aur contemporsrise o question themselees on what s omis-
takenly called ‘reproductive bealth’. The expresion cencaing a con-
tradiczion that distors the vere meaning of subjectivitg: acroally, @
inclodes the alleacd right v abwortion, Thos i dentes the basic deb
ol every humwi belng w lite, and o baoming coe of its member 0
injures the whele liman racc. “The roets of the conmradiction he-
toraen the solesan aftiemacion of homan vighes and cheir eagie Je
nigl i practice lies inoa notion of Deedom which exalis the Iselaed
individual i en absoloe wap, and gives no place o aolidanios,
openness o athers and sorvice of chem®™ (Doamgeffarr Viese, 190
Reocognittom of somenone a8 o human being is never based an the
amarcness or expericnee we may bove of Tim, Lul by the certitade
that he hax an infinire waloe from concepdon, which comes o him
from his reladonship wAch Cied, A human being kas primacy awer
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the ideaz athcrs have of him, and iz clsienee 2 alsolie and ot
relanie.

4. A1 the mamenr, it shonild Tse ooted that insistence oo ecuality
it alse apcompenied by renewsed actentinn o the difference hergeen
men and women and 3 preat respect for their disconctive mais. A
rrue reflecdon mipht sugeest that che foundagons of ditterenee and
eguality have been well luid. 1o this perspecttee, che Church dioes
ot anly make a theological contcibution bot is slso ivoleed I an-
thenpolagical rescarch, The mole plaved by the 20b-coniury Chris-
ran philogephers whie esalled the grentoes ol the b beityr
canint b torgaren, Thus the Choch takes pant i the creaton of
g wommon culteral base for men and women of goadsAll, 30 a5 @
ofler o syspematic answer to oar contemporarics questians and
recall char equalizy poss hand in hand with che recognicdon of dither-
ences inherent in them sinve creation (d. Gew 1:270

I cut soviedes, deeply marked by the indiddoal pursoir of suc-
coss, cach porson will nanctheless realing that he cannoc lvve wdthout
apenness w others tor, as Maorice Wedoneelle conunented, “an io-
dividusl exists for himself theongh ethers™ (Te meceose Brmsame of
sa matwre). 1le doss roz find himselt and docs ner conscicusly de-
velop exvept by being lnked w2 specific culoore, and chrough =,
e all humeanity, The advancernem of individuals aned their dorerper-
sonal relations therelore cludes the sdvancemene of cultures which
are like a jewed bow in which every hwnan befng finds his proper
place for che protection and grometh of his Baing,

3. Conjogal love is the loltiest wod 1mest beaudful expresion of -
man relariong and sl giving, far il s esseniully a desire for muotuoal
arorerth. Tnothis cocounter Tased on teciprocal Jove, sack i@ cecog-
nized for what he is and is called o express his personsd calents
sl gchieve his porendal. The logic of the sincore gift of sclb [of,
Pefter 40 Lammsies, L1) 35w source of joy, help and underscanding.

&, Human lowe finds in Triniearian Tove 3 medd of podoen lov
tgr and giving. Througk che totel gt of himselt Tesns gives Birth o
the pevcple of the Mew Covenane. On the Cross, the Lord encmsced
the disciple Te loved amd his Motber v each other {of, S 19:26-
271 Daes nnt the Apostle compate the love of Christ sod his
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Church o rhe bere between sown and woman? Oof, Eod 3:23.32),
‘The Liblical e alsy reves] 1o s the profouid meaning ot the
wotherheod of woman “incodeced into the order of the Covenant
thet God made with humanicg in Jesus Christ™ OMadienis Digmitaions,
19}, Tn izs persongl and othical sense, this motherhaod shows a cre-
ativity oo which the humanioe of each buman being largely de
pends; it alsa iovites man to leam and 10 oxpress his own [uther
hood, ‘Thus women consribuze @ seciety and o the Chuedh iheir
ahility o curiare human beings,

The Church is our mother, We are her children amd sre called
te share in giving birh w a new poople for Gud. We lean this
metherdhnad from Mary for 0 all those who are waorking Far the re-
hirth of man chrough Cheir participadon oo the apostolic mission,
she 15 oan “exemplar both of virgin and mother™ Lases G,
631, You are providentially halding your meeting on the eve of the
fease of the Lmmaculare Conceprion. This i cortainky an eecesion
For everyone, pricsts, religious, lainy, men and women, to cobilem
plate Mury and to ask her help so e ecach, according w his cwn
vocation, may conmrbure oo the witness given by che Churchs, Tinde
af Christ, Yin splendour, withoul spar or wrinkle or any such thing,
that she might be holy and withour blemish™. (Huk 5373,

7. A the close of anr meeting, T oam delighted with this initia-
mve isken Ly the Pontifical Cuuncl for the Laity and [ hope thar
vout wark here may be fruild and give the Church a precions
meuts 1o carry ot her paswotal mission and sesvice inosocicry, T oen-
coulEge O T comtinue your actwitics in the Catwlic arganiza-
tigns, coclesiasdes]l communifics and  the various  associanons in
which wou are volved, As T epmmend vou o he intercession of
the: holy women who theemghowt  histery bawe shared in the
Church’s joummney, T cordially ghes vou mwy Apostolic Blessang, which
1 extend o all yaur dear omes.
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